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Sir: 

In compliance with the duty to disclose information material to patentability pursuant to 
37 C.F.R. § 1.56, it is respectfully requested that this Supplemental Information Disclosure 
Statement be entered and the documents listed on attached Form PTO/SB/08 be considered by 
the Examiner and made of record. Copies of U.S. patents and U.S. patent publications are not 
being submitted pursuant to M.P.E.P. 609 III A(2). The listed documents were cited by the 
Office in co-pending application Serial No. 09/863,676, filed on May 21, 2001, and directed to a 
related invention. 



Serial No. 10/791,194 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g) and (h), filing of this Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement is not to be construed as a representation that a search has been made or an 
admission that the information cited herein is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as 
defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). Further, no representation is made by Applicant herein that no 
other possible material information as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 (b) exists. 
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Publication Date 


Patentee 


US - 5,254,501 . 


10/19/1993 


Tung et al. 


US - 5,364,493 


11/15/1994 


Hunter, Jr. et al. 


US - 5,635,671 


06/03/1997 


Freyman et al. 


US - 5,852,870 


12/29/1998 


Freyman et al. 


US - 5,886,398 


03/23/1999 


Low et al. 


US - 6,025,256 


02/15/2000 


Swenson et al. 


US - 6,710,265 B2 


03/23/2004 


Owens 



Applicant offers to supply any explanation or discussion of the documents which the 
Examiner feels is necessary or desirable and which is requested. 

This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is filed after the mailing date of the 
first Office Action on the merits. 

I hereby certify that no item of information contained in the Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application or, to the knowledge of the undersigned after making reasonable 
inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months 
prior to the filing of the statement, and therefore no fee is due. 
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'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional) . 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901 .04. 3 Enter Office 
that issued the document, by the two-letter code ( WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must 
precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 2023 1 . DO 
_|_ NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



